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monthly Meeting
TUESDAY September 6, 2016

NETWORKING & DINNER
RED LOBSTER

13999 Eureka Rd • SOUTHGATE
Next to 7-11, near Trenton Rd.

6:00 - 7:15 ......Dinner & Networking
7:15 .................Meeting Starts

For More Info, Check the Website:
www.reiawaynecounty.org

For Any Questions Please Call:
Wayde Koehler, President 313-819-0919

R.E.I.A
.

REAL ESTATE INVESTORS ASSOCIATION

WAYNE COUNTY

WEBSITE: reiawaynecounty.org
FACEBOOK: Wayne County REIA of Michigan

24hr recording (313) 437-2945
Fax: 313-386-7600

MAILING: P.O. Box 5341
Dearborn, Michigan 48128

Volume 32  September   2016  Number 8

Next Meetings
MONTHLY MEETING

• Tuesday September 6, 2016
• Tuesday October 4, 2016

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
• Tuesday September 13, 2016
• Tuesday October 11, 2016

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE
MONTHLY INVESTOR GET-TOGETHER!
Hosted by our Vice President , Bill Beddoes

3RD TUESDAY MEETING
September 20, 2016 @ 6:00PM

WHEN: 3rd Tuesday of the month

Join us for a casual evening with like-minded individuals 
to share your stories, discuss your issues and learn more 
about our investing community!

FREE ADMITTANCE just make sure you pay for your food. ;)
We hope to see many of you there, and feel free to bring
a friend or two.

For More Info: Bill 734-934-9091 • billbeddoes@me.com

SPEAKER — Michael Gunderson
Topic — The Landlord Tenant Court Eviction 

Process - The Basics you need to know
 He will have forms to hand out  pertinent to the 

landlord tenant court proceedings and let people 
know the general process from start to finish, 

 • Pitfalls and problems that are most likely 
encountered by landowners and property managers. 

 He has handled Landlord Tenant cases in various 
forms from litigated personal injury matters 
involving landlords and tenants, to commercial 
cases involving landlords and tenants to the garden 
variety residential landlord tenant cases with 
various twists and turns involving each category of 
cases over a legal career of nearly 38 years so far.
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Membership Application
New Member ( ) Renewal ( )

ANNUAL DUES Family — $135.00 - (One Address — 2 People)
Single meeting fee for non-members is $20.00 per person, which will be applied to the annual dues if you join the next month.

(we hope this will encourage people to join)

Fill Out Form and Mail or Fax to: R.E.I.A. • P.O. Box 5341 • Dearborn, Michigan 48128
Make Check Payable to: REIA — 24hr recording (313) 437-2945 • Fax: 313-386-7600

Name _____________________________________________ Spouse __________________________________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone No.: Home ______________________________________ Work _______________________________________

How did you hear about us??: _____________________ Referred by a member?? Their Name _______________________

Business Name(if applicable) ____________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS _________________________ Can you volunteer some time, talent or information??

Tell us the companies you use and see if we can advertise for them.
FOR RENEWING MEMBERS: Any questions/comments on how to better our organization??

Real Estate Investors Association
of Wayne County

P.O. BOX 5341 • Dearborn, Michigan 48128

24hr recording (313) 437-2945/Fax: 313-386-7600
WEBSITE: www.reiawaynecounty.org

Facebook — Wayne County REIA of Michigan

** OFFICERS **
President  - - - - - - - WAYDE KOEHLER  .......(313) 819-0919

Treasurer  - - - - - - - WAYDE KOEHLER  .......(313) 819-0919

Vice President  - - - BILL BEDDOES  ............(734) 934-9091

Parlamentarian  - - - BILL BEDDOES  ............(734) 934-9091

Secretary  - - - - - - - BOB COUSINO  .............(734) 782-1847

** TRUSTEES **
Jerry Kirschner  248-867-0744 Richard Nagy  734-283-1754

John O’Neil  603-848-8689 Mike Brandau 734-231-0400

Rose Papp  313-383-6592  

Michael Gunderson   313-506-7869

All rights reserved. No part of this report may be reproduced 
or placed on any electronic medium without written 
permission from the publisher. Information contained herein 
is obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but its 
accuracy cannot be guaranteed.

REMINDER!!
Investor Get-Together
SEPTEMBER 20TH 

3RD TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
Meeting Starts at 6:00pm

Members/Guests!
Noel Selewski
Darrin and Shawn Wright
David Yuhas
Marvin & Mildred Sheats
Monica Warrington
Tom Fisher
James Hasan
Earl Ludwig

Reed Starkey
Greg Finley
Randall Small
Adam Ray
Greg Hunter
Tom Muller
Dwight  G. Harris
Chris Martin
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NEW Member 
Application

Please fill out our form 
when you come to the 

meeting. We need 
your email address so 
we can send you the 
newsletter & alerts 

and updates!!

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Free Simple Legal Advice

- Peter C. Rageas CPA,MST
(313) 962-7777
(313) 962-0581 fx

- John Payne
(313) 562-5700

- Gary Segatti
(248) 808-2711

- Aaron D. Cox
(734) 287-3664

- RealChek, Thomas Moorhead
(800) 955-2435
      (CHEK)

9/
17

12/16

ASHI

HOUSE MENTOR LLC.
1-800-260-4100 or 248-585-8584

www.inspectmichigan.com

Serving REIA Members Since 1986!
Quality • Integrity • Experience

Matt Bezanson, President
ASHI #68622/17

— MEETING AGENDA —
RED LOBSTER ON EUREKA • SOUTHGATE

Next to 7-11, near Trenton Rd.

6:00 - 7:15 ... Dinner and Networking
7:30 - .............. Meeting — ($20.00FOR GUESTS)
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A fl ier distributed by a Saginaw County township to 
residents advocating a “yes” vote on a millage question 
likely violates state campaign fi nance law. Despite what 
the Maple Grove Township offi cials claim is an error in 
the text, the fl ier is still illegal, according to one long-
time Michigan expert on such issues.

The fl ier states that the Maple Grove Fire Department 
asks for a “yes” vote in November on a three-year 
property tax millage that would cost the average 
household $84 per year per household for three years. 
The millage would give the department $252,000.

Cheryl Bishop, the township treasurer, said the fl ier 
includes a misstatement and should have read “special 
assessment” rather than “millage.”

“When we sent the fl ier to residents we printed the 
word millage in error,” Bishop said in an email. “It 
should have read Special Assessment. We had consulted 
an attorney about the wording but the error was not 
caught before the mass mailing. We have the correct 
wording on the ballot proposal for November.”

Bishop did not respond to follow-up questions regarding 
the legality of the fl ier.

The Michigan Campaign Finance Act states that public 
bodies must remain neutral during elections. But the 
fl ier, sent to residents in the mail along with property 
tax notices, unambiguously advocates for residents to 
vote “yes” on a ballot measure.

“We as a department are asking for your ‘YES’ vote 
for a 3-year millage that would allow us to replace our 
outdated 1980 Chevrolet Mini Pumper,” the fl ier states. 
The fl ier shows pictures of the truck in use now and the 
proposed truck that would be purchased.

The fi re department also said on the fl ier that the pump 
apparatus of the truck is nearing the end of its use and 
is increasingly expensive to repair.

Bob LaBrant, a Michigan attorney who for decades has 
specialized in campaign fi nance law, said the expressed 
advocacy of the fl ier makes it illegal under state law.

“Express advocacy (vote yes) is what makes this fl ier 
in violation of section 57 of the Michigan Campaign 
Finance Act, not the terms ‘millage’ or ‘assessment,’” he 
said. “Section 57 spells out what the penalties are for a 
violation of section 57.”

Dave Gillie, a township resident, said he received the 
fl ier in the mail sealed in the same envelope as his 
property taxes.

“When I saw it was actually advocating a ‘yes’ vote I 
was quite shocked,” he said. “It wasn’t that I disagreed 
with the information that they put on there.”

“It actually advocated a ‘yes’ vote using our tax dollars, 
which is why I had a problem with it,” he said. Gillie 
said he received the fl ier on June 28.

There are many examples of local governments 
distributing information that is highly favorable to tax 
increase proposals, but as long as they don’t expressly 
ask for a “yes” or “no” vote on a measure, they do not 
violate current state law. For example, last year the 
city of Rochester Hills wanted to raise property taxes 
for police and fi re budgets, so it implied a vote on 
the matter was a life-or-death situation. In 2014, the 
Pinckney school superintendent asked voters to renew a 
multi-million dollar millage.

In January, Gov. Rick Snyder signed a bill that 
restricted local governments from using taxpayer 
dollars to advocate for tax increases within 60 days of 
an election. Days later, a judge granted an injunction 
blocking the law.

Editor's note: Maple Grove Township is in Saginaw 
County. The original story had the wrong county.

Reprinted from michigancapitolconfi dential.com & Submitted by 

Bill Beddoes, Vice President R.E.I.A. of Wayne County

You Can't Do That: Township's Taxpayer-Funded Tax Hike Electioneering
Expert says the law means what it says on this one — By DEREK DRAPLIN
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Around Town with Real Estate 
Investor Groups

(call each group for details)

• OAKLAND R.E.I.A.
www.Reiaofoakland.com

• Macomb Property Owners Association
Cocktails/Dinner 6-6:30 pm • Meeting 7:00 pm
For More Info Call: 586-977-7372

• Monroe County Landlord Association
6:30-7:30 pm Social/Dinner • 7:30 pm Meeting
(734) 457-5758

• American Landlord Association
Northwest Activity Center
877-247-3372

• Real Estate Investors Association of Wayne County
(REIA of Wayne Co) 1st Tuesday of every Month
6:00 pm Networking @ Red Lobster, Southgate
7:15 Announcements • 7:30 pm Meeting
(313) 347-1401 • 24 hr Answering Machine

• Real Estate Investors Association of Wayne County
(REIA of Wayne Co) 3rd Tuesday of the Month
Red Lobster • 13999 Eureka Rd • Southgate

• Jackson Area Landlords
6:30 pm Meeting
517-596-2592

• Toledo Real Estate Investors
Sullivan Hall @Gescu Parish
2049 Parkside @Bancroft
6:45 pm Meeting
(419) 283-8427

• Southeast Michigan Real Estate Investor Association
39555 Orchard Hill Place
Novi, Michigan
(248) 692-1100

Business Card Size
$100.00 for 6 months

$160.00 for 1 year

Post Card & 1/2 page
$85.00 per month

$350.00 for 6 months
$550.00 for 1 year

Full Page
$150.00 per month

$600.00 for 6 months
$1000.00 for 1 year

If you decide to advertise 
with us, send a copy or 
information w/check to:

R.E.I.A.
2962 Fort St • Lincoln Park, MI 48146

Email: reiawaynecounty.org
Fax: 313-386-7600
Ph: 313-383-6592
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Watch Your Electricity Usage
Usage of electricity varies with the season.  A/C in 
the summer and lighting in the winter are the main 
contributors to power consumption.

Of course if the tenant has 4 children and 6 TV sets, 
the consumption can be significant.  Just because you 
don’t pay the bill does not mean you should not pay 
attention. Ice clogged freezers can draw much power as 
can marijuana grow operations.

Check your meter even if you don’t receive the billing 
just to keep track of what is going on.

JACKSON, MI – Police seized more than 100 marijuana 
plants being illegally grown in a Jackson house after 
the house nearly caught fire from overloading a nearby 
transformer.

At 12:41 a.m. Wednesday, July 27, the Jackson Fire 
Department responded to a report of an arcing and 
sparking transformer in the 200 block of W. Prospect 
Street.

The overloaded transformer fried the wires leading 
down to the house and into its basement causing minor 
fire damage, Assistant Fire Chief Chris Ermatinger 
said. “Upon investigating the damage, firefighters 
found an illegal grow operation being performed in the 
basement and called police”, Ermatinger said.

Reprinted from JALA - Jackson Area Landlord Association 
& Submitted by  Rose Papp, Trustee R.E.I.A. of Wayne County
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FREE ADVERTISING
The Commercial Segment is just before the 

regular meeting, at 7:15 P.M.

This is your opportunity to tell everyone 
what you want to:

BUY • SELL • TRADE • GIVE AWAY

COME ON UP TO THE MICROPHONE!
(THIS IS A SHY FRIENDLY SETTING)

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE PROVIDERS:
Tell everyone what Professional Service or skilled 

trade you offer; specifi cally for the Real Estate 
Investor.   (Bring your fl yers and business cards)

NEED HELP?
Come on up and introduce yourself.
Ask for a little help on your project.

(This may be why we are all here????)
The Right Place at the Right Time!!

THIS IS NETWORKING!

Identify yourself as a member of Real Estate Investors Association of 
Wayne
County, for a Free 3 month subscription to Mr. Landlord.

Call 800-950-2250 or Fax 757-424-7963 MEMBERS ONLY

Mr. Landlord
New Subscription Division

P.O. Box 64442 • Virginia Beach, VA 23467

Also for an annual subscription, send $29.00 (reg price $79) to 
same address and identify yourself as a member.

Mr. L
and

lor
d

Subs
crip

tion
!

HOPE YOU CHECKED OUT 
OUR LIBRARY!
Our Library will be available (for 1/2 hr) before 
our meeting or reserve a book

7:00 pm - 7:30 pm

SPEAKERS COMMITTEE
Jerry Kirschner 248-867-0744
If you have any suggestions for speakers, 
drop us a line at: www.reiawaynecounty.org
or email him at:  gkirsch888@aol.com

12/16
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R.E.I.A. Membership Benefits
• Socializing, Networking, Networking & Networking
• Monthly Newsletter & Guest Speakers
• Court-Approved forms available-(courts.michigan.gov/)
• Liaisons with Local and State Government
• Referrals and Education
• Discount card for Sherwin Williams Paint & Offi ce Max

(ask and have your membership card.)

FAIR HOUSING LAWS

LANDLORD COULD BE 
PENALIZED FOR RETALIATION 
IN FAIR HOUSING CASE

Question: I am a landlord and I recently had 
a resident at one of my buildings accuse me 
of discriminating against these residents for 
having children. It is true that I have given 
warnings to this family about the destruction 
that their children have caused to my property.

That is only because it was the third time the 
children deliberately kicked and broke the 
sprinklers.  Would it be OK to tell the other 
residents not to cooperate with the complaining 
resident since I am completely innocent and 
just want to defend myself?

Answer: This is a great question, and this is 
a situation that can cause a lot of trouble for a 
housing provider if the fair housing laws are not 
fully understood.

The safest answer to your question is that you 
should not discourage people from participating in 
a housing discrimination investigation, even if you 
believe you are innocent of the claim against you.  
Why? This behavior can be viewed as retaliation 
for someone trying to exercise their fair housing 
rights.  Many housing providers are under the false 
impression that retaliation includes only raising 
the rent or evicting someone because they fi led a 
complaint about their housing provider. This is not 
true.

Retaliation can also include other types of behavior 
such as discouraging neighbors from cooperating 
with a fair housing investigation, making threats 
of any kind to the complaining resident, or other 
people you believe are helping the resident, or 
offering some sort of benefi t or deal to other 
residents in a multi-unit building if they help you in 
defending against the complaint.

A claim of retaliation can be made not only by the 
resident who initially made the complaint, but also 
by residents who are threatened, intimidated, or 
coerced in some way. Some housing providers are 
under the impression that if the discrimination claim 
is false and they are innocent, they cannot be guilty 
of retaliation. This is not true.

Even if a resident falsely accuses a housing 
provider of discrimination, the housing provider can 
still be found liable for retaliating against a resident. 
For example, in your case, if there is a housing 
discrimination investigation and it is found that you 
are not discriminating against families with children, 
but you told all of the residents that they should not 
cooperate with the investigation, you could still be 
penalized for retaliation.

Please note that every case is unique 
to the facts of that particular situation. 
For more information about retaliation 
and the fair housing laws, contact a 
local fair housing or mediation program 
in your local rental housing area.

Written by Anky Van Deursen, article from the Los 
Angeles Times • Reprinted from MR. LANDLORD 
— Submitted by  Wayde Koehler, President 

R.E.I.A. of Wayne County
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Not in a Box, Not With a Fox; 
GOP Didn't Cut School Funding
Granholm blames Republicans for faux cuts to 
schools in Seuss-style poem

During her appearance before the Democratic National 
Convention, former Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
tried to channel Dr. Seuss as a way to take political 
shots at Republicans. One line concerned school 
funding.

Granholm recited, “They made massive cuts to the 
business tax, while funding for schools goes under the 
ax.”

ForTheRecord says: Granholm opened her poetry 
reading by saying, “Apologies to Dr. Seuss.” The well-
known author was a master of absurd fi ction, which also 
characterizes Granholm’s claims about school funding 
in Michigan.

The “GOP cut schools” narrative was a mainstay of 
Democrats' 2014 campaign for governor and was 
widely acknowledged as untrue by journalists across the 
state.

According to the Senate Fiscal Agency, there were cuts 
to school funding in the late 2000s — while Granholm 
was still governor. State funding for K-12 public 
schools was reduced in the 2007-08, 2008-09 and 2009-
10 state budgets — all of which she signed into law.

Meanwhile, the GOP-controlled Legislature has 
increased state funding for K-12 schools in every one of 
its budgets from 2011-12 to 2016-17.

Reprinted from michigancapitolconfi dential.com & Submitted by 

Bill Beddoes, Vice President R.E.I.A. of Wayne County
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� WEB SITE CORNER �
This new column of useful website addresses is a new addition to our newsletter format.  
If you wish to have a website featured in this column please email reianews@aol.com

www.reiaofoakland.com . . . . . . . . REIA of Oakland.
www.nationalreia.com  . . . . . . . . . National Headquarters
www.irs.gov  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IRS Website
www.bendover.com . . . . . . . . . . . . Govt. Red Tape Help
www. taxsites.com  . . . . . . . . . . . . Tax and Accounting
www.unclefed.com . . . . . . . . . . . . Online Tax Resource
www.courts.michigan.gov/ . . . . . . Michigan Courts
http://www.michigan.gov/taxtrib  . Tax Appeals
http://www.ask-the-rehabber.com

State Criminal Records:
www.state.mi.us/mdoc/asp/otis2.html........................................... Offender Tracking System (OTIS)
http://apps.michigan.gov/ichat/home.aspx ...................................... Criminal History Check (ICHAT)
http://www.oakgov.com/crtsOO04/main ....................... Oakland County District Court Case Search
www.mipsor.state.mi.us/................................................................... Michigan Sex Offender: (PSOR)

Are You Looking For Houses To Buy???
www.realtor.com
www.buyowner.com
www.fsbo.com
www.hud.org
www.historicproperties.com

Are you looking for comps?
www.homeradar.com
www.realestate.yahoo.com/realestate/homevalues

Need to fi nd someone?
www.555-1212.com
www.anysho.com

Lead Base Paint 
Pamphlets?
www.hud.gov.lea

Need to E-mail any questions or articles or anything 
for us??  Our web address is 

ApPrint1©aol.com

Send us your email for meeting 
reminders and to get your 
newsletter sent to you. Or fax 
your email address to us at  313-386-7600 or 
reiawaynecounty.org or

24hr recording (313) 437-2945

OUR WEBSITE!!!
www.reiawaynecounty.org
24hr recording (313) 437-2945 • Fax: 313-386-7600

Wayne County REIA of Michigan
LOOK FOR US ON FACEBOOK!

board members information
 NAME PHONE  EMAIL
. Wayde Koehler - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -313.819.0919 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..housemgt@comcast.net
. Bill Beddoes - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -734.934.9091 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  billbeddoes@me.com
. Jerry Kirschner- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -248-867-0744 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  gkirsch888@aol.com
. Rose Papp  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -313.383.6592 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. rosep2962@yahoo.com
. Bob Cousino  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -734.782.1847 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. bojic@att.net
. Mike Brandau  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -734.231.0400 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .mbrandau55@gmail.com
. John O’Neil- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -603.848.8689 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . jr_oneill@yahoo.com
. Michael Gunderson    - - - - - - - - - - - -313-506-7869 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . mgunderson@trowbridgehouse.com
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